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Furman reports 
Top honors Six individuals earn recognition during Founders Week convocation 
The university's 1 4th Founders Week, held 
April 7- 1 1 ,  once again featured programs 
and events celebrating Furman's heritage. 
The activities, planned and executed 
by the Student Alumni Council, ranged 
from food (birthday cake and purple and 
white M&Ms) to a panel discussion 
featuring Furman alumni and an afternoon 
tea with university first ladies Beatrice 
Plyler, Martha Mauney Johns and Susan 
Thomson Shi. The only hitch came from 
the inclement weather, which forced the 
annual carnival, filled with rides and games, 
to be rescheduled for two weeks later. 
As usual, the centerpiece of the week 
was the Wednesday morning Founders 
convocation, when Furman honored some 
of its own who have distinguished 
themselves through their contributions to 
society and to alma mater. 
The university presented an honorary 
Doctor of Humanities degree to Karen 
Elizabeth Foreman '84, organizational 
development and governance specialist 
with Habitat for Humanity International 
and former international director for Habitat 
Affiliates Worldwide. Foreman, a past 
recipient of Furman's Outstanding Young 
Alumni Award and a former member of 
the Alumni Association Board of Directors, 
was recognized for her devotion to "a cause 
that builds homes and nurtures people." 
Her citation stated that "in giving to others 
so selflessly, you demonstrate a steadfast 
commitment to humankind and bring great 
honor to alma mater." 
Foreman, who lives in Brazil with her 
husband, Miguel Tello, and their year-old 
son, also delivered the convocation address. 
See page 48 for an excerpt from her speech. 
The Bell Tower Award is given 
annually by the board of trustees to 
recognize exceptional achievement and 
meritorious service to Furman. Honored 
this year were Keeter and E.M. "Sonny" 
Horton '52, longtime university supporters 
and leaders in the Greenville community. 
Sonny Horton is a former Paladin football 
player, a member of the university's Athletic 
Hall of Fame and a longtime member of 
the Paladin Club Board of Directors. Keeter 
Horton, a graduate of Winthrop University, 
serves on the executive committee of the 
Founders Circle gift society. 
Recognized for their "exemplary 
leadership, generosity and loyalty to 
Furman," they are members of the Furman 
Heritage Society, fund two football 
scholarships each year, are Wall of Honor 
donors to Timmons Arena and are primary 
donors to the new Paladin Plaza area in 
front of Paladin Stadium. In addition, they 
recently provided funds for the purchase 
of new uniforms for the Furman Marching 
Band, and they are major contributors to 
the Bell Tower restoration project. 
The Richard Furman Baptist Heritage 
Award, presented annually to a Furman 
graduate who reflects Baptist ideals by 
thinking critically, living compassionately 
and making life-changing commitments, 
went to David L. Odom '8 1 ,  founder and 
president of the Center for Congregational 
Health in Winston-Salem, N.C. 
The center works with more than 600 
ministers in the United States and Australia 
to develop healthier communities of faith 
through an array of services that focus on 
helping congregations to clarify their 
mission and heighten their morale. Odom 
was recognized for his "servant leadership, 
extensive work in building, sustaining and 
healing congregations, and dedication to 
the ideals of faithful service shaped by his 
Baptist heritage." 
The Chiles-Harrill Award, named for 
former administrators Marguerite Chiles 
and Ernest E. Harrill, is presented each 
year to a member (or members) of the 
faculty or administrative staff who has 
made substantial contributions to the lives 
Top: President David Shi (back row, right) with 
some of the Founders Week honorees. Front 
row from left: Sonny Horton '52, Keeter Horton, 
David Odom '81. Back left: Karen Foreman '84. 
Bottom: Chiles-Harrill recipients Faye Jordan 
(left) and Myra Crumley. 
of students. Honored this year were Myra 
Davis Crumley, chemistry department 
assistant, and Faye Sams Jordan, director 
of student employment. 
Combined, they have worked at 
Furman for a total of almost 60 years. 
Both received glowing praise from 
colleagues, supervisors and students 
for their humility, compassion, and interest 
in and love for students. 
